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PRAIR 
Department of College Relations and Development 
Prairie View A&M College Prairie View, Texas 77445 
346 Degrees Awarded at 90th Commencement 
THE YEAR IN A CAPSULE 
-Four National Honor Societies were 
installed on campus this year. 
-Funds were approved for final plans 
of two New Dormitories and a Dining 
Hall. 
-The initial year for Freshmen Studies, 
under the direction of Dr. Hughley, 
was a success. 
-Dr. Alvin McNeil was appointed new 
Dean of Arts and Sciences. 
-The Centennial Council composed of 
some 79 outstanding citizens was or­
ganized to study and make projections 
of Prairie View for the future. 
-The Band and Army R. O. T. C. Drill 
Team participated in the Governors 
Inagural Parade. 
-An increase was noted in the number 
of gifts and grants to Prairie View; 
however President Thomas states that 
full support of faculty and alumni 
and, also, administration is yet 
needed. 
-James Melton, student, was elected 
President of the Texas Student Educa­
tion Association. 
-Over 800 students made the President's 
list as honor students. 
(See CAPSULE Page 5) 
59th Summer Commencement 
August 21,1969 
7:30 P. M. 
Dr. A. I. Thomas 
awarded 81 grad­
uate degrees and 
265 undergrad­








graduates to use 
their talents as 
tools to improve 
the society of 
which they are 
now a part. 
Reverend Phillip is retiring after 
40 years of service at the College. 
Other retiring professors honored 
at Commencement were Dr. Noble Arm­
strong and Miss Dorothy Burdine, 
education; Miss Lillian Garnett, 
business administration; and Dr. 
Ernest M. Norris, Agricultural edu­
cation. 
Rev. Lee C. Phillip 
Commencement Speak­
er • 
A MESSAGE FROM THE 
P R E S I D E N T  
Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends: 
This year we have tried exceptionally hard to help each stu­
dent meet his needs and reach his aims and goals. It is understood 
* >' 
that a college is an extraordinary complex organism. It has obli­
gations to a varied constituency, students, faculty, alumni and 
trustees. At the same time, a college must be administered as any 
other great enterprise. There must be a source of prompt, clear-cut 
decisions and orderly handling of affairs. It is, also, said that 
the faculty is the college, yet, upon the President rests the res­
ponsibility of creating and maintaining a climate in which both 
learning and teaching may flourish. 
The faculty and staff join me in expressing our appreciation 
to you as parents and alumni for this school year. We have tried 
to help each student formulate his aims and make clear what he 
proposes to achieve. For the last nine months we have guided him 
constantly by a vision of the highest goals of this Institution. 
Finally, thank you for your support during the 1968-69 School 
Year. I sincerely hope that we may count on your continued loyalty 
in the coming years. 
NOW.' JUNE, 
ALUMNI IN THE NEWS— 
-Emmerson Ray Brown, '69, Jackson­
ville, Texas has joined Kansas 
City Division of the Bendix Corpor­
ation as Associate Engineer. 
-Billy Earl Dade, '42, Dallas, 
Texas, was awarded the Doctor of 
Education Degree, North Texas 
State University. 
-George 0. Hudspeth, '55, was e-
lected to the South Park School 
Board, Beaumont, Texas. 
-Rev. Lee C. Phillip, '29, retired 
after 40 years of service, as 
College Chaplain. , 
-Joe Henry, '53, has been added to 
the coaching staff at Prairie View. 
-Lee E. Orr, Jr., '64, MalaKoff, 
Texas, was awarded the Doctor of 
Medicine Degree, Baylor Medical 
School. 
-Dr. John B. Murphy, '39, becomes 
Dean of the College, St. Phillip 
Jr. College, San Antonio, Texas. 
-Bobbie J. Irving, '56, became 
Professor of Music at Wiley College, 
September 1, 1968. 
-1st Lt. Otis D. Evans, '67, cited 
for two separate counts of bravery, 
Flying Cross and Air Medal. 
EMPHASIS BEING FOCUSED ON GRADUATE 
STUDIES—Prairie View is to offer 
Graduate Assistantships beginning, 
1969-70 School Year. 
Increasing emphasis has been 
proposed on the role of research, 
as related to graduate study at 
Prairie View. Both faculty and 
graduate student will become in-
creasely involved in researching. 
The effort of the College to up­
grade its faculty has tremendous 
implications for the identification 
of graduate faculty with increasing 
levels of specialized preparation 
and related experiences. 
1969 PAGE 3 
THOMAS GRAY NEW PRESIDENT OP ALUMNI— 
Thomas Gray, '41, spoke at the Alumni 
Annual Banquet. The title of Mr. Gray 
message to the Alumni was, "Where Do 
We Go From Here." He said, "The ground 
work has been laid, the structure set, 
by the past officers. Now, we must 
fill the vacuum that has existed so 
long. We must concern ourselves with 
these immediate objectives: strength­
ening each District; maintaining con­
tinuous communication; wherever eight 
or more alumni reside; organizing 
clubs in areas and becoming independ­
ent in our operation." Mr. Gray, 
also, commended the former President 
and officers for their fine leader­
ship. To the seniors, he said, "You 
are now the Polished Precious Stone 
whose true value has been increased 
in the hands of skilled practitioners, 
the Prairie View Faculty. 
FROM LEFT TO RIGHT — Mr. Thomas Gray, 
Newly Elected President, Alumni Assoc­
iation; Dr. A. I. Thomas, President, 
Prairie View A&M College; Mr. Cluren 
Richardson, Former President, Alumni 
Association. 
Mr. Gray has asked all alumni to join 
him and the Board of Directors in under-
girding the total College program. 
NOW! 
PRAIRIE VIEW IS NOW A CITY 
W. D. Thompson 
Osborne Clark 
E. M. Norris 
0. J. Thomas 










PAGE 4 JUNE, 
JOHNSON RUNS WORLDS FASTEST 880— 
Felix Johnson, Prairie View's incom­
parable track star, recorded the 
world's fastest time in the 880 yard 
run with a 1:45.5 at the Southwest­
ern Athletic Conference. The former 
Waco-Carver star will runs at 
California Relays, the N.A.I.A. meet 
at Billings, Montana and the Miami 
meet at Miami, Florida. 
1969 NOW: 
WASHINGTON D. C. ALUMNI GIVES TO 
DEVELOPMENT FUND 
Mr. Jesse Gibson, presented a check 
for $1,450 to President Thomas for 
the Prairie View Development Fund, 
representing the Washington D. C. 
Prairie View Alumni, at the Alumni 
Day Luncheon May 17. 1969. 
Mr. Fletcher Morgan, left, Dr. 
Herbert Chambers, center and Mr. 
Thomas Gray, right, President, 
Alumni Association, awards the two 
for Service to their Professions 
and the National Alumni Associa­
tion. 
This was the first time in the 
history of Prairie View that such 
awards were given during a com­
mencement exercise. 
Mr. Jesse Gibson presenting check to 
President Thomas 
ALUMNI ELECTS NATIONAL OFFICERS OF PV 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION—The Prairie View 
Alumni elects National Officers: 
Thomas Gray, Houston, President; Dr. 
Herbert Chambers, Dallas, 1st Vice 
President; Attorney William Johnson, 
Fort Worth, 2nd Vice President; 
Reginald Brown, Palestine, 3rd Vice 
President; E. E. Cleaver, Wichita 
Falls, 4th Vice President; Clarence 
Jackson, Beaumont, 5th Vice President; 
Fletcher Morgan, Thompsons, Treasurer; 
Dorothy Williams, Dallas, Secretary; 
Rev. Lee C. Phillips, Chaplain. Newly 
elected Board Members are G. W. Adams, 
Port Lavaca; I. T. Hunter, Tyler; Gus 
Jones, Navasota; Isaac Gouldsby, 
Student Representative; Linds Blocker, 
Houston, Student Representative. 
-The Naval R.O.T.C. completed a 
highly successful year on campus. 
-The Prairie View Track, Tennis and 
Golf Teams won the triple crown in 
the SWAC meet. 
Wht. from Page 1) J™"' 1969 
-The Drill Team won the 17th Persh­
ing Rifle Winter Drill Meet held at 
New Mexico State University to be­
come champions of the Fourth Army 
Command. 
PAGE 5 
-The College hosted many conferences. 
Among these were: Ministry Confer­
ence; Industrial Engineering and * • 
Technology; Girl Scout Leaders; 
Ladies of Distinction; Golf and 
Career Conferences. 
-The Students sponsored such at­
tractions as: The Impressions, 
Jerry Butler, Archie Bell and The 
Drells, The Houston Symphony and 
The Dallas Symphony. 
TENNIS TEAM-Left to Right 1st row— 
Herman Washington, Joe Robertson, 
Walter Smith. Standing, Herman 
Williams, Ben Wright, Moocchan Roberto 
-The President's Convocation, in­
augurated this year, gave students 
the opportunity to hear many well-
known leaders of our country. 
GOLF TEAM-Left to RIGHT-Leslie 
Valentine, Robert Jackson, Leonard 
Jones, Paul Reed and Richard Land 
TRACK, TENNIS AND GOLF TEAMS CAPTURE 
SWAC TRIPLE CROWN - Prairie View 
Panthers wins the Southwestern Ath­
letic Conference at Baton Rouge, in 
golf, track and tennis. 
The Panthers boast of the best 
golf, tennis and track teams in the 
country. We congratulate the teams 
and coaches Martin Epps and Hoover 
Wright for achieving one of the most 
amazine triumphs in Southwestern 
Athletics Conference history. 
MEMBERSHIP OF ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION NOW STANDS 
AT 669 
Are You Active? 
Write Your Secretary Today 
Prairie View College 
Alumni Association 
Prairie View, Texas 77445 
JUNE/ PAGE 6 
THE SECRETARY SPEAKS 
It is with satisfaction and pride 
that I greet you in this issue of 
Prairie View Now. The publication of 
this newsletter represents a dream 
come true, for both the College and 
Alumni. We are extremely grateful and 
happy about this publication. May we 
have your comments and suggestions on 
it? 
This year as P.V., began its 90th 
year of operation, we found a new gen­
eration of students and a new genera­
tion of alumni on the scene. Both 
generations are imp~-tant for the 
successful developm :.c of a strong 
Alumni Association. We look to the 
"irile young generation for strength 
and action; we look to the mature, 
reasoned generation for wisdom and 
counsel. I implore all of you to 
participate actively in the affairs of 
the Association. 












Final Exam-First Term 




Master Papers Due In 
Graduate Office 
Special Sermon Graduates 
Commencement 
Second Term Closes 
1969 NOW.' 
STATE ASSISTED OR STATE SUPPORTED. 
One popular public delusion is 
that a state university gets all of 
its money from state appropriation. 
There is no such animal in higher 
education. All over the country, 
state treasurers are swamped with 
requests for funds; the result is 
a decrease in appropriations for 
higher education. 
President Thomas urges that we in­
itiate a continuing annual contribu­
tion program to meet the financial 
needs of Prairie View for which no 
-ther funds are available. 
*"As we plan our efforts, a major 
thrut will be devoted to enlisting 
the active participation of every 
student, alumni, faculty, staff and 
friends, in strengthening current 
programs and in inaugurating new 
programs presently being planned. 
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V 
Alumni Receives Medals For Service 
To Association, Left to Right, E. W. 
Owens, Samuel Prince, D. M. Hunt, 
and Samuel Montgomery. 
